How Alfred Kinsey Armed the Early Gay Rights

Movement in America with Research

> June 27, 2019. Dr. Alfred C. Kinsey named one of first 50 “pioneers, trailblazers, and heroes who contributed to the advancement of the LGBTQ community in a
substantive way” on the National LGBTQ Wall of Honor in New York’s Stonewall Inn. When his Sexual Behavior in the Human Male was released in 1948, nothing had yet
replaced Henry Gerber’s Society for Human Rights, quickly snuffed out by Chicago police in 1925, nor Magnus Hirschfeld’s unprecedented movement in Berlin that had

inspired Gerber but literally went up in Nazi flames in 1933.

» Next to Kinsey’s name on the Wall of Honor is Harry Hay’s. A perfect juxtaposition as Hay credited Kinsey with something the zoologist probably never imagined—inspiring In THE
him to try to form the gay group in Los Angeles he’d long dreamed of. “[His book] was a shocker for us because we had assumed that we were a few hundred in every

city. Turned out, we were thousands in every city that even he knew about.” — The Progressive magazine,1998.

» Also shocking was how many of all persuasions Kinsey convinced to confide in him and his team. Not a crime in New Hampshire, penalties in other states for “sodomy”— -
various non-procreative forms of sex usually but not exclusively applying to acts between men—ranged then from one year to mandatory life in prison.“l remember some
daring souls who actually read passages from Kinsey aloud in Pershing Square, LA's equivalent to New York's Union Square, a place for political speech that was also a

cruising ground.” — Wayne Dynes, editor, Encyclopedia of Homosexuality.
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» 1953. ONE magazine, created by former Mattachine members; first enduring US gay periodical (and first to

“Civil rights shouldn’t be a matter of numbers, but they are.”

— Tom Stoddard, former Lambda Legal Executive Director, The Washington Post, 1993.
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The 0-6 Kinsey Scale graphed response to and/or sexual experience with the
same and/or opposite sex across a continuum. Among the 5300 white males:

46% had “reacted to” or engaged in sexual activities
with both sexes in the course of their adult lives

10% were predominantly homosexual between

the ages of 16 and 55

BEHAVIOR .
3 8% were exclusively homosexual for at least

three years between the ages of 16 and 55

4% had been exclusively homosexual after the onset
of adolescence up to the time of their interviews.

Man in His Element
George Platt Lynes
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be spied upon by FBI). US Postal officials, who fired Henry Gerber in 1925 for being gay and had long been

| recording the names of people who received mail that might have been related to homosexuality, hold August
issue with cover story on “Homosexual Marriage” from delivery for two months but eventually allow through.
Kinsey first subscriber outside of LA. Repeatedly referenced in its pages, the staff was “deeply influenced by his
reports and his radical view that homosexuality was merely a benign variation of human sexuality and not some
horrible genetic mistake. ONE repeatedly venerated Kinsey as a saint of gay freedom.” — Craig Loftin,
Masked Voices: Gay Men and Lesbians in Cold War America.
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» After considerable correspondence between Kinsey and Mattachine members and in-person meetings and
interviews in San Francisco he agrees to be informal adviser after they agree to help him find interview subjects
for his next planned book, Sex and the Law about gays “who had had any contact with the police, whether it led
to conviction or not.”

> President Eisenhower, owing his election, in part, to McCarthy touring the country railing against “pinks,
punks, and pansies” in the campaign of Democratic candidate Adlai Stevenson and a platform whose reference
to “immorality” in Washington was a dog whistle for homosexuals, supersizes the Lavender Scare with an
Executive Order banning federal employment by anyone guilty of “sexual perversion.”

> By the end of Eisenhower’s eight years in office, his Navy alone had kicked out at least 8,853 lesbians, gay
men, and bisexuals. Equal to 63% of the total number that all the branches discharged in the seventeen years

Among 5940 white females: 7% of those single and 4%

Bosed on surveys made by the Institute for Sex
Rosearch at Indiana University,
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of those previously married,

ages 20-35, were given a rating
of 3 on the Kinsey Scale

(about equal heterosexual and
homosexual experience/response)

2 to 6%, ages 20-35, were more
or less exclusively homosexual in
experience/response

1 to 3% of those unmarried aged
20-35 were exclusively homosexual
in experience/response.
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of “Don’t ask, don't tell.” [After two days of meetings with US Army and Navy officials in 1945, they dismissed his
arguments for ending their bans on gay service members.]

» 1954. Five months after Kinsey’'s Mattachine Award
of Merit, Post Office refuses to deliver October issue of

ONE declaring it "obscene, lewd, lascivious, and filthy" N
despite magazine’s pro bono attorney having vetted J
every word. Rebuffed by the ACLU, they sue LA
Postmaster alone, and in 1958 the Supreme Court rules
in their favor in the community’s first great victory.
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» 1955. Eight women in San Francisco form first
American lesbian group, the Daughters of Bilitis (DOB).
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» Explicitly thanking Kinsey, American Law Institute
publishes history-changing Model Penal Code leading
to decriminalization in several states beginning with
lllinois in 1961. “The Code is virtually a Kinsey
document.” — Kinsey biographer Jonathan Gathorne-
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'wf T.For active promotionof individual
freedom and education inthe human

commmuniky. Hardy.
» His books already a benchmark for their discussions,
P Y/ e/l Kinsey meets with members of Wolfenden Committee in e
$ ,',"-—-...«-'/ 'AJ:«'J /i ; :/ 1 1 du\ecmu
e g e London urging them to recommend Parliament Homrol O
LosQnaclesCaltfornia, . Mgy /5y SYSH decriminalize sodomy. “Kinsey’s star status o 8
ensured that his views would carry weight.” — Brian e

Lewis, Wolfenden’s Witnesses: Homosexuality in
Postwar Britain. Two years later they do.

» 1956. During a two-hour May visit to ONE’s office in
LA he advises group on tactics and compares their
lawsuit against the Post Office with his test case against
US Customs who want to incinerate confiscated erotica
he’'d attempted to import. SEE:
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/imh/articl
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There are between 12,000,000 asd 15,000,000
homosexuals, baned on the findings of Kimaey
and other leadisg research experts.
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> July. “Very much upset and agitated,” US Senator
Gordon Allott (Republican—Colorado) forwards a
Mattachine pamphlet referencing Kinsey they’'d sent

him to the FBI.
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“He was the Rosa Parks and the Martin Luther King and the Thurgood Marshall of the gay rights movement.”

— Yale Law School professor William Eskridge, Jr.

A year after Kinsey’s death, a brilliant Harvard-trained astronomer who dreamed of becoming one of the first astronauts is fired by the Army Map Service and blackballed from any other government job for being gay. He had never been involved in gay activism, but what he did next and for decades after earned him a place on the National LGBTQ Wall of Honor. He is the first known Lavender Scare victim to not just fight their
firing in court but all the way to the Supreme Court. In his blazing brief he wrote himself, inspired as Harry Hay was, he hurled Kinsey’s research at the justices—and an unprecedented torrent of contempt for government-sanctioned homophobia and discrimination. Denied certiorari, he was soon appealing to newly inaugurated President John F. Kennedy, and teaching him about Kinsey. As he did in letters to every member
of Congress and every other senior government official announcing the formation of the Mattachine Society of Washington (MSW). It had no formal relationship to original Mattachine which had abandoned the “chapter” system. More importantly, Kameny fashioned MSW as an aggressive organization that would not plead for but demand equal treat. In 1965 he led the first gay rights protests in Washington at the White
House, the Pentagon, the State Department, Civil Service Commission, and in front of Independence Hall in Philadelphia in which Kinsey references sprang from his letters and speeches to picket signs now in the Smithsonian. “FIFTEEN MILLION U.S. HOMOSEXUALS PROTEST FEDERAL TREATMENT—*QUARTER MILLION HOMOSEXUAL FEDERAL EMPLOYEES PROTEST CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
POLICY"—"65,000 HOMOSEXUAL SAILORS DEMAND NEW NAVY POLICY"—*QUARTER MILLION HOMOSEXUAL AMERICAN SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN PROTEST ARMED SERVICES POLICIES.” Year after year, like Johnny Appleseed, he traveled from town to town planting the seeds of Kinsey'’s insights among new generations, including at Indiana University in 1974. He succeeded in getting some gays fired by

the government reinstated. The Civil Service Commission finally surrendered, calling him to say they would no longer use homosexuality as a reason for dismissal. He overturned DC’s sodomy law and led the successful fight to convince the American Psychiatric Association to declare homosexuality not an illness. Prof. Eskridge credits him with birthing the Gaylegal equality arguments still used in court cases today.
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chronistic relie of the Stone Age carried over into the
Space Age—and a harmful relic! Let us examine
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TO THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS their lives.
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CIRCUIT

Aceordingly to Kinsey, Pomeroy, and Martin (Sex-

ual Behavior in the Human Male, pp. 650 f£.) (a)

309 of all males, married and single, have at least

IN THE meidental homosexual experience over at least a three-

Supreme Court uf the Hnited States year period between the ages of 16 and 55, and (b)

25% have more than ineidental experience.

“In terms of averages, one male out of approxi-
— mately every four has had or will have such dis-

876 tinet and continued homosexual experience,”
No. [Emphasis supplied]

(¢) At least as much homosexunal as heterosexual ex-

Frankun Epwano KaMexy, Petitioner p perience has been had for at least three years between

v. the ages of 16 and 55 by 187, of the population; (d)

Woser M. Brucker, Secretary of the I%rmy;‘::ma‘l., 13% have had more homosexual experience than hetero-
e3P0

sexual; (e) 10% were more or less exclusively homo-
sexual and (f) 89 exclusively so for a similar period;
PETITION FOR A WRIT OF CERTIORARI and (g) 4% are exclusively homosexual throughout

jcan male population, are ineligible for federal em-
ployment under present Civil Service Commission

i s ok e, o ey 4% 20 5 The govermment’s regulations, policies, practices and

ministered!

i) o et procedures, as applied in the instant case to petitioner

sexual is the group most intima ly. coni':le(;ﬁ esv:; u : :

e plice lthouh the 0% i inlu specifically, and as applied to homosexuals generally,
These figures deal with males. Female homosexuals

e e b ot 2 o Bt o are a stench in the nostrils of decent people, an offense

male homosexual. . ;
against morality, an abandonment of reason, an affront

One out of 10
a homosexual,
gay tells crowd

By Bl Wilica attitude™ towards gays, which foroes
s Staff Writer tem into the role of deing something
diffeceat from the majority. “You have

Nationally peominent gay activist 2 duty to amange younell around the -
Frnk Kimeny addressed primarily the ncems of an unsympathetic society,” he
noo-homosexual  memders  of  As sad .
audience st the opening dinner of the “And there is » persisteat refusal of |
first  sutewide  Gay  Awareness’ sccicty o even look at these prodlems,” |
Conference, spomsored by the bhe sid He todd of two federa) judpes in i
Bloomington Gay Allance (BGA), Indiama who had retwned publicity i

. Friday night In ©e Poplars Research aod  letters from the coafesence, asking they 3
Conference Center, Nuhudlhm-adh;m."w;

“About 10 per cent of the pubert ¢ people who we supposed to
and post-pubest ;:;dm are W"-'?h lbi'nhmu justice to the people and
said “That means there we 15 million mtﬂzaumhwn"ﬂ :
of us in this country. This means there  PeF ceat popu

e somewhat above a quuter of 3 Kameay descrited peoblems of payy ..
milicn gays fa Uis state. That means 0 convincing te piychiatric commenity Frank Kameny defende gay<® rights
e In 10 of you bs one of w.” that gayness is not a sickness. Afler two
years of having 10 force open dialogue comiml law (s another area where (n America and 3 quarter of 3 millicn i

Kameny, an expert on law although ypon  psychistists  at  conventions, ' sipalficant progress has been made, he Indiana.”
be s mot an  attorncy, 380 Kameny described the peogress as Sad Eightstateshave repealed eitliws  The conference continues today In
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of the same problems a5 any minOMtY oMy by Kameny as having their roots conmitting this socalied “sbominable homoesotiphobia (fear of
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most people.. harches” Qe visibility of other minaritics, there Troy Perry will conduct ecumenical

He described » “persistent megative The probiems of gays vader the would be 15 million smemployed people  services Sunday morning at 10

Those who are at all closely familiar with any large
number of homosexuals will recognize that the majority

- of those certainly in the last five of the seven groups
: v mentioned will have had far more than a mere three
o Fravxux E. Kamexy years homosexual experience and that the vast major-
4 2435 18th Street, N. W. ' ity of those who have been ‘‘more or less exclusively
Waphiston§, 0= 0 homosexual for at least three years between ages 16
Pro fe and 55" have, in fact, been more or less exclusively
homosexual for the majority if not all of their adult
lives,
TS SO s At W it D C. Much more important, and very much more relevant,

all seven of these groups, comprising 30% of the Amer-

Thus we may accept as a conservative estimate, that
these policies are primarily directed against some 15

to human dignity, an improper restraint upon proper
oo of Bl B i gy, freedom and liberty, a disgrace to any civilized society,

or 16 million adult Americans—about 139 of our adult
population —and may potentially affeet up to 30%—
about 35,000,000 adults.

a small pereentage of those accepting government posi-
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O e e ion. and a violation of all that this nation stands for. ese
and a totally irrational one—to hold that the validity

e policics, practices, procedures, and regulations have

pendent upon its limited enforeeability.

In the present Federal service, with its more than

2,000,000 employees, there are thus potentially some gone tOO ]Ong llnql] esti On ed’ and too long l] nexamined

260,000 persons intimately affected by these regula-
tions, and 600,000 against whom these regulations could

be invoked. Whatever arguments may be brought to l) }f the c 01] T’ts y

Research Made Him Famous -- August 25, 1956
Dr. Alfred Kinsey, 62, Sex Expert, Dies

_ | Dr. Alfr
S| o | [ 2 Pi'ofe , | Yo TWENTY-FIVE CENTS and happiness.”

Now if he’s timid around the girls

But around the boys he’s so sporty

His history is no mystery

It’s on page two hundred and forty

No wonder Bill was always strange

And kissed me with such poise

\\' When | asked him where he’d been,
= he’d say: “Oh, out with the boys.”

OOH, DOCTOR KINSEY!

(Phil Moore)
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Of all the condemnations of the book, none was louder or more ubiquitous than Rev. Billy Graham, the first
superstar evangelist, who raged in print, on his radio program, and to tens of thousands in revival meetings
across the country that no CHRISTIAN woman would have participated in the study and that Kinsey was insulting
all women and teaching “our young people moral perversions that they'd never even heard of before.” Slyly
calling Kinsey and his research team “secret agents” amplified the growing charges that Kinsey was
“aiding the Reds by weakening Americans’ morals.”
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Graham Harpoons Dr. Kinsey's Aims,
Calls Sex Tome Staff ‘Secret Agents’ |
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e'search{;f, Dies Sex Behavior Scientist
Ofteart Ailment. Dr. Alfred Kinsey Dies

Their seven-page tribute read, “To the staff
and readers of ONE, his death is an
iImmeasurable loss, deeply and personally felt.
We shall always be grateful for the legacy that
he left us. Each of us is richer for having seen
and known a truly great man. Society’s debt to
Kinsey is immeasurable. Homosexuals, above
all, are deeply indebted.

A Tribute to Dr. Kinsey

exX Researcher
A. C. Kinsey Die

1. U. Zoology Professor World-Famed n
As Controversial Author Of 2 Volumes

By KENNETH GOODALL ineeri at
Dr. Alfred C. Kinsey, 62, world-renowned author of two Institute of Technology, and spent|
controversial voiumes on human sexual behavior, died today Fis b?#’!"’:d at South Crange, N. J.

Y o s P : N e worked his way through Bow-|
;gsﬁigizrsx? n Hospital of a heart ailment and complications doin College @s a° boys - camp
g 3

Mattachine Review read: “It goes without
saying that Mattachine and all its members
and friends have lost a valued counselor and
adviser with Dr. Kinsey’s passing. His
helpfulness to Mattachine leaders will never
be forgotten.”

In the first issue of DOB’s The Ladder, Dr.
Harry Benjamin whom Kinsey had inspired to
devote his practice to transgender people
wrote, “The world has lost an outstanding
scientist and a champion of human freedom

counselor, graduating in
aws are obsolete then attended Harvard. from which
he received a doctor of science
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Dr. Kinsey Dies in
Bloomington, Ind.
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Ma; ko the liberty of recuesting that, bocsuse of the importance
this cuestion to such a large number of citizens, this letter, and the
erial, despite their length, be read and replied to by you personally,
or than merely by one of your aides.
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h aclosed U, S, Suprems Court brief, written by me for myself, prasents
. The three sections headsd "Questions Presented!, "Statement",
Granting the Writ" preseat my case. The majority of the case
al, generally, will be found on pp. 33-56 and, also, on pp'?.c—-j:}.

s unfortunately denied by the Suprems Court on March 20, 1961, :

shed precedent, this, of course, represents no Jjudgement upon the x

World Var II, I willingly fought the Germans, with bullets, in order to
i re my rights, froedoms, and liberties, and those of my fellow

d secu . ~— » . - 2/
1t . In 1961, it has, ironically, become necessary for me to fight my own " i ’ ‘ l, y 2,y
gove nt, with words, in order to achieve some of the very same. rights, xre:*edoms, 14y 1 o lw' " OD' Vv INIVILIY | NCHIM: -
and erties for which I placed my life in jeopardy in 1945, This letter is part " ’ - Aoy N
of that fight. H‘ Ly =
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The homosexual in the United States today is in much the same position as
was the Negro about 1925. The difference is that the Negro, in his dealings with
his government, and in his fight for his proper rights, liberties and freedoms,
has mob, at woPst, merely indifference to him and his problems, and, af..best,
active assistance; the homosexual has met only active hostility from his govern-
ment e

The homosexuals in this country are increasingly less willing to tolerate
the abuse, repression, and discrimination directed at them, both officially unc
unofficially, and they are beginning to stand up for their rights and freedoms as
citizens no less deserving than other citizens of those rights and freed:')ms. They
are no longer willing to accept their present status as second-class citizens and as
second-class human beings; they are neither,

Statistics on the sharply-rising numbers of homosexusls who are f::.g,'r_.zi.:ag
police and legal abuses, less-than-fully-honorable discharges from the militery,
security-system disqualifications, and who are taking perfectly proper and
legal sdvantaza of military policies and prejudices and draft-bogrd questions Lo
escape the dralt, efc., ete., will, I believe, bear me out,

He also gave the movement its first motto. One we believe Kinsey would agree
with. For beyond the ivy-covered walls where others still debate how many
homosexuals he actually found on the head of a pin, he armed lesbians, gay
men, and bisexuals not just with numbers but with feelings of self-worth,
something no court or politician can take away.

“Reaching puberty, in Australia, in about 1950, | did not have to confront a
belief in the wickedness of my own homosexual inclination (which
somehow seemed perfectly natural to me) in quite such alonely state as
would have been the case before Dr. Kinsey's report was made public.

It was a calming thing to learn that | was not, after all, alone.”
— Hon. Michael Kirby, AC CMG, Retired Justice, High Court of Australia

A middle-aged woman being interviewed toward the close of the 2004 film
Kinsey expresses what countless others in real life must have felt since 1948.

Click link to watch:
https://youtube.com/embed/610NNVYVEwWTU?autoplay=1

QQ | : Gay novelist Samuel
g ‘;ﬁ:‘ ’ Steward supplied Kinsey
T ; with many contacts and
swaths of information,
becoming a close friend
and calling him “Dr.
Prometheus. He brought
fire and light to the world.
We looked upon him as
a savior. He was the
liberator. He was OUR

Stonewall.”
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